__ ENTERTAINMENT & ARTS

Musicians explore Celtic roots

By LISA K. ZELLNER

Bowster Repurrer

A fledgling Insh folk band
1s taking us music on the
road this month with perfor-
mances on the West Side, the
0OSU campus and a lecal cof-
tee shop.

Knot Fibb'n wall celebrate
St. Panck’s Day Tuesday
from [0 pm. to | am. at
Lammy's. a har ar 2040 N,
Hich S0

Shows are also scheduled
at 51. Cecilia Church on the
West Side at 8:30 p.m. Mon-
day. Common Grounds at
Hudson Street and Indianola
Avenue March 20 and Gloce-
ca Morra in Hilliard March
21

Knot Fibb'n bnngs to-
sether five musicians who
share an nterest in Celtic-
flavored music,

Members  inciude Beth
Hicks on flute and penny
whistle, Remlda Marshall on
accordion. Karl Wohlend on
guutar, Richard Smith on fid-
dle and tenor Tim O'Neill on
vocals and bodhran, a tradi-
nonal Insh drum,

“l had been getung into
the Insh music scene. going
1o pubs and listeming to lots
b zroups and  Jdecuded
would be fun to play,” said
Hicks. a Clintonville resident
and massage therapist.

Hicks™ decision 1o form a
Ceitic band grew out of an
mterest in her own heritage.

“l was looking back into
my Appalachian  hentage,
and [nsh was a big part of

“I was looking back
into my Appalachian
heritage, and Irish
was a big part of that.”
—Beth Hicks
Knot Fibb'n mcmifer
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that.” she smd.

Celuc or Insh folk bands
have enjoyed gains in popu-
lanty recently, nationaily,
intemationally and locally.

Hicks said she thinks as
Americans cxplore their own
hentage. mterest in a wider
vaniety of  backgrounds
Increases, =

"“We celebrate NMative
Amencans and Afncan-
Amencans and even Asian
backgrounds. But a large
amount of us are Celuc. So
we've decided to celebrate
ourselves. not to diminish the
other minonties,” she said.

[nsh immigrants were the
second largest ethmic group
to enter the United States
between 1850 and 1950, ahe
said. driven here by such
forces as the potato famine
of the late 1800s and dis-
pleasure over Brtish rule.

The populanty of Celtic
music is also armbuted to the
tunes themselves, Hicks said.
“I's grear folk music.” she
sand.

[nish jigs. reels and ballads
are among the types of tunes
on-the Koot Fibb'n song list.

Hicks said the name was
derived from Celtic artists’
habit of introducing a song
by telling a story. They will
say, "'Tis a true story,” "' she
said,

One member was telling
the rest of the band a story
and antempted to convince
theothers it was true by say-
ing she was not {bbing,
which was condensed 1o
Knot Fibb'n. Hicks ex-
plained.
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KNOT EFI1BB'N

CELTIC WITH A KICK!

Renilda Marshall, Beth Hicks, Karl Wohlwend & Tim O’Neill
for booking, call 614-470-5551 or visit www.knotfibbn.com



